Diophantus did original mathematical work on a variety of problems which can be phrased as single equations or systems of equations, sometimes with a unique solution, sometimes with a finite or infinite family of solutions -although he was content with finding one solution. Diophantus, who seems to have been a Hellenised Babylonian, i.e., someone with a Mesopotamian background but who lived in Alexandrian Greece and who wrote in Greek, is of unsure dates; scholars say that he worked around the year 150 or, more likely, 250. He rejected irrational numbers as impossible and negative numbers as absurd but was comfortable working with fractions.
